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ANTIQUES

Made in America....

COLONIAL-ERA ANTIQUES USHERED IN A UNIQUELY AMERICAN STYLE

<o

Americans have often looked to Europe for
dC\IgI] I['I\E)]T.I“UI'I ()UT flr\f \Lrllkrﬁ_fhf I’.ﬂgll&h
Duu.h Germans and Scandinavians—builr furni-
|ture in the styles favored in their home countries.

;Callcctivc]y called Colonsal, the furniture of the
{I7th century resembles the pracrical European
Edcsigns nstead of the high styles of courr furniture.
As the colonists prospered, their desire for
ifiﬂc L_"unds illcrcasr:d. FLlrlliLqu was [)ruduc(_'d ill
|the royal styles, including Queen Anne, Thomas
|Chippendale and George 11 English cabinetmakers
;SC( IJP SIIUI’H .[l'l rhl‘ IJLlS[Il"B Purt Cilics UE BUS(D“.
i[’hiludclphnm Charleston and Newporr, bringing
|with them knowledge of Brinsh furniture design.
Ej"\ddiliﬂﬂl{]l)’, [illC Eﬂgll&h {'Llrl'li[ul'(.' was ilhpurtcd.
into the states and widely imitared, and British fur-

!I'IINIR: I‘};Ilfl:]'n b()()ks werc WldL‘I)’ L'jTC'Ll]le'L'd.

| By 1725 Americans wanted furniture styles
distinct from what the English were producing,
ic:ll']ll'lf_'fn'lakl:fﬁ “.'S!'K}ndcd b)f :lddil]g creanve El()ur'

Nice Plck | Diesigner James Petersen with Holly Ann Mottai, owner JJH'A Maitar, “T alwuys
see something there that I never mowld have thought of but absoliutely love, " says Petersen about
the sbop, whiih recently moved to Greenwich from New Canaan. See Resources

opened n the 1930s. “If you have an Amenican house, it just makes sense
il'(] \'!..(j' I.Ci]l'liifl]s,- Pclcrscn ."'ﬂy.\.

Inside the store, Petersen spots a richly derailed queen bed made of maple.
Crafted in New England 1n the 1830s, 1ts end posts look like turnips and es
headboard is carved to resemble a ram’s ears. The rurned foorboard rail was

ishes to traditional British designs. The most original | Trading Up | Leonands New Eﬁuw will restore an antsque bed to adapt to modern matiresies. Here, a maple turmip-carved

(B e ey e by o e vt B e T R s designed to store a blanket. I would use this bed in a Connecicur Colonial”
Els(: ation, far from t u:. major p()rl.\: By the end o l.1c Made | Ar HA. Mottas, (,érp‘mnfarfrﬂ&f ir (RELOW RIGHT), cirea 1780 Aas a serolled and .fm[-mr:uhm.r 1] abowe s Petersen says “It’s informal and 11<:|:mgs mn an cqu.ﬂly informal house where
[18th century, our national style, Federal, emerged in | pierced Gothic splat. The trapezordal sat and frame is supported by square scratch-beaded legs with carved corbels. See Resources. there are children and dogs” He notes it would look great along with a Tiger's

Ifurnl(urt design. Linked o Greece (the first democ-
|erf.)’) -Illd “.p'LlIJlanl” R!JI'['IL our new ]'In\[IIJI'I I[ Id(.n'
|ty narumlly called for a Neoclassical style.

| Inte
L!I}})T(.'Ci.'l“()ﬂ f()r EI“{: Alllﬂri{:ﬂll E\['ILIL'UL'S. 1"\
graduare of Praw, Perersen worked with Mark
%HF] I'“Plun f()r [u:ﬂr]}’ a dCCRdL‘ I'JC[{IFC U[)(.'['llllg I'IIH
lown business, James David Petersen, in the mid-
[90s. In the last year, he relocated to Connecticut
'-'!I'Ill i)t:g:{n \\"Urklllg W"I'I |i'll: NCW C-'IH'A' buscd
architecrure and design firm Wadia Associares as
dirccror of interior design and decoration. On a
Ellllnl I{]T Ihl: bcst il'l AII]CFiC-‘II i'l['l[lqul.'s. C?‘C{f(;
accompanied Perersen on a shopping trip ro scope
lout his favorite local spots.

Eye maple chest, a Queen Anne mirror and an Amenican hooked rug,

Nearby, a mahogany side rable from the 1820s boasts hand-carved
roped legs and brass hardware. Made in New England, it’s also known
hs a cookie corner stand because of the corners’ circular ends. “This is
# classic American piece,” Perersen says. “Given its petite scale, | would
Ip.nr it with twin beds in a guest room.” (1026 Post Road East, Westport,
203-222-7031, wawwleonardsdirect.com)

or designer James Perersen has great

H.A. MOTTAI

Holly Ann Morttai, owner of H.A. Morrai, has been selling fine antiques
or seven years. She recently relocated her shop to Greenwich from New
_,.'ll'la n. HU[I\" I'I-IS a b“.:l'[ t\‘c IOI' <m.1||(2r 'hll'li:‘.\ I crersen \3}"\_ rll(. \hli!'.l

is filled with nice antique chairs, pretry mirrors and unusual pieces, | always
see something there thar I never would have thought of bur absolurely love”
Petersen appreciates a pair of 1780 mahogany Chippendale side chairs,
produced in Philadelphia, for their fine detail. Pedigreed and listed in
EH()II(}TIH B[I‘“‘ Bm& 0)( !%’f‘kfﬁ'{l‘{ﬂ}uﬂ ,:”?'N]”ln'. ['hl: Cl'l.lifﬁ‘ :il‘l.“ 5

fand the rails are decorated with hand-carved scrolls and leaves. *1 would

LEONARDS NEW ENGLAND
Known for its resized antique beds (standard
bed sizes weren't introduced unul the 20th cen-
ry) as well as Early American antiques and
QPT(HJ'LIC[I‘{)TIH‘ I_cunards NC“’ England iIl
“Westport is a family-run busincss that

are pierced

use these ro flank a nicely proportioned picce of furniture,” Petersen
explains. “They would look elegant in an entrance hall on eirher sideofa |
console rable or in a bedroom on either side of a secretary” (30 W Putnam |

e, Greenwich, 203-661-7965) ® I SEORNT Myt S0y
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